
Parent Newsletter 

Spring 2010  

From the President 

Dear Parents: 
 
One of the things of 
which we’re proudest at 
Paul Smith’s College is 
the level of individual 
support our faculty and 
staff provide each of our 
students.  But the most 
important support 
systems isn’t on campus 
— it is you, the parents.   
 
I know that many of you 
struggle financially to 
make this opportunity 
happen for your 
children.  I also know, 
however, that the 
sacrifices you are 
making will result in 
even greater 
opportunities ahead.   
 
Recently, 
“Postsecondary 
Education Opportunity,” 
a publication which 

analyzes higher 
education, sent me an 
updated statistic on the 
earning power of college 
graduates.  The national 
average starting pay for 
a graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree is 
degree is about  
$67,000.  Those with 
just a high school 
diploma begin, on 

average at $38,000 
www.postsecondary.org. 
 
You and your student 
have made a sound 
decision choosing higher 
education at Paul 
Smith’s College.   
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
John W. Mills, Ph.D. 

ESPN Comes to Campus 

On Friday, April 23 and 
Saturday, April 24, the 
Paul Smith’s College 
Campus Great Lawn will 
be filled with activities like 
chopping, sawing, ax-
throwing, canoeing, fire 
building, speed climbing, 
fly casting and more, as 
the 64th annual 
Woodsmen’s Weekend 
gets underway.   
 
More than 30 woodsmen’s 

teams (including three 
current and several alumni  
Paul Smith’s teams) are 
expected to compete for 
Spring Meet bragging 
rights. At the event last 
year, the Paul Smith’s 
men’s team finished first, 
and the Paul Smith’s 
women’s team finished 
third.    
 
The event will be held in 
conjunction with the Stihl 

Timbersports Collegiate 
Series northeast regional 
competition and taped by 
ESPN.  More than 1,000 
spectators attended last 
year’s competition, which 
included 13 college and 
university teams.   
 
The 2010 Collegiate Series 
will be broadcast on 
ESPNU  and ESPN2 this 
fall. 
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Twelve students, three faculty, six 
plane flights, six boat trips, four 
hikes, and three snorkeling 
expeditions, and the Paul Smith’s 
College trip to Ecuador and the 
Galapagos Islands was underway. 
 
Twelve students enjoyed eight 
days of exploration, sight-seeing 
and adventure accompanied by 
Dr. Phil Taylor, dean of the 
science, liberal arts and business 
division, and two faculty members 
— Dr. Diane Litynski, director of 
business studies, and Dr. Jorie 
Favreau, director of the wildlife 
program.   
 
The group visited the equator and 
experienced the physics of being 
exactly between the northern and 
southern hemispheres.  They 
toured the city of Quito, the 
capital of Ecuador, including its 
old section that includes the 
President’s Palace, where 
guardsmen — attending round the 
clock in four hour shifts —  
preside at the doors. 
 
On days two through four, the 
group flew to the Galapagos 
Islands, where tortoises over 150 
years-old are native, and several 
island-only species of birds, 
animals, and plants inhabit.  Many 

students realized that riding in a 
30-foot-long boat in 12-foot swells 
fifty miles from shore is an 
adventure in itself! 
 
The trip wrapped up with a visit to 
Cotopaxie National Park, which 
holds what is believed to be the 
world’s highest active volcano.  
The group hiked around a glacier 
lagoon that exists part-way up the 
volcano.  Many in the group 
thought that walking was as 
breath-taking as seeing wild-
horses and exotic birds, thanks to 
the altitude of 4,800 meters, or 
approximately 15,700 feet above 
sea-level. 
 
No trip would be complete without 
a stop to shop, and on the last 
day of the tour, the group visited 
an artisan market.  The whole-
bean coffee and alpaca wool 
scarves bought there helped ease 
our return to 10 degree 
temperatures and snow. 
 
Other travel abroad opportunities 
are available (as per program 
guidelines) in the Deans’ and 
Faculty Office in Pickett Hall.   
 
Information about this trip was 
provided by Dr. Diane Litynski, 
director of business studies 

Students Visit Ecuador 

Spring Break 
2010  

Residence halls close for 
spring break on Saturday, 
March 13, at noon and will  
reopen on Sunday, March 
21, at noon.   

Final exams for the spring 
semester begin Sunday, 
May 9 and continue through 
Wednesday, May 12.   
 
The stress of final exams 
can make for a difficult 
transition home.  Support 
your students by being 
prepared for their return.  

Final Exams 

Commencement is Sunday, 
May 16, at 11:00 a.m..  
Check the following 
chamber of commerce 
websites for hotel 
information.   
 

Saranac Lake:   
http://
www.saranaclake.com/ 
 

Lake Placid:  
http://www.lakeplacid.com/ 
 

Tupper Lake: 
 http://
www.tupperlakeinfo.com/ 
 

Malone: 
http://visitmalone.com/ 

Make Your  
Reservations 
NOW! 



New Support for Your Students 

Paul Smith’s partners with 
Starfish Retention Solutions 
 
Starfish Retention Systems has 
allowed students on Paul Smith’s 
campus to remain in close contact 
with their instructors, academic 
advisors, housing staff, and 
academic support staff.  The 
software is a leading provider of 
student success systems and 
utilizes the entire academic 
community to help YOUR student 
succeed.   
 
Online Appointments:  Starfish 
provides your students with the 
ability to CONNECT with the 
faculty and support staff they need 
to be successful students.  Every 
student profile is created with a 
personalized Success Network in 
Starfish, so a student’s instructors, 
academic advisor, residence life 
area coordinator, the Academic 
Support Center, and anyone else 
with whom he or she has a 
relationship is simply a click away.  
Students can make appointments 
or email people within their 
support network 24/7 and never 
wonder who they should contact 
for what or how to make that 

contact.   
 
Access to Support Resources:  
Starfish also provides an online 
catalog of Support Services and 
Offices that can help your student 
deal with any issues or problems 
they might encounter while at Paul 
Smith’s College.  Office hours, 
services offered, and contact 
information are provided within 
that catalog. 
 
Starfish Early Alert System:  
Early Alerts allow faculty members, 
advisors, and support staff to 
outreach to students who may be 
having academic difficulty; the 
system is set up to receive an alert 
from a faculty member (low 
grades, attendance issues, 
motivational concerns) and send it 
to the student’s support network to 
offer outreach early enough in a 
semester to help a student become 
successful.   
 
Paul Smith's College is excited to 
be partnering with Starfish 
Retention Solutions to help us help 
our students to succeed—one 
graduate at a time! 

Career Services provides free oppor-
tunities for students to practice 
standing out-against other job  
applicants.  Please encourage your 
student to attend the following 
events.   
 
THE ELEVATOR PITCH,  
DELIVERY, AND MOCK  
INTERVIEWS    
 
Wed., March 24: 4:30-6:00 p.m. — 
(JWSC) Pine Room 
 
What makes you so special?   
 
Students will learn how to develop 
their USP “Unique Selling Point,” by 

practicing their delivery technique 
with several interviewers. 
 
PSC 26th ANNUAL SPRING  
CAREER FAIR 
 
Thur., April 1: 2:00-5:00 P.M. — 
Saunders Gym 
 
Students will meet employers who 
want to recruit Paul Smith’s stu-
dents.  All students are encouraged 
to dress in Professional/Business 
Casual attire. 
 
 

Career Fair  

This new resource 
is located in the 

Phelps Smith  
Administration  

Building on the lower 
floor, Room 009. 
  

The Center is 
equipped with  
computers, meeting 

tables, online and 
print resources, a 

comfortable lounge 
area, and student as-
sistants.     

 
The Career &  
Veteran’s  

Resource Center is 
open  

Monday-Friday: 
8:30am—4:30pm.  
Resources can also be 

used by accessing the 
following link:  

 
Career Resources 

The Career &  
Veteran’s  
Resource  
Center  

http://www.paulsmiths.edu/programs/career_services/index.php?type=current

