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Your unpublished capstone, submitted for a degree at Paul Smith's College may be made available for research use. 
You may, through this form, provide instructions regarding copyright, access, dissemination and reproduction of 
your capstone.  However, if your work is part of the ongoing work of a faculty member or other researcher, the 
faculty member/researcher, the institution, and/or the research sponsor(s) may retain intellectual property and 
publication rights. 
 

Please check the statements that reflect your wishes. 
 

I. PUBLICATION AND QUOTATION: LITERARY PROPERTY RIGHTS 
A student author automatically owns the copyright to his/her work, whether or not a copyright symbol and date are 
placed on the piece.  The duration of U.S. copyright on a manuscript--and Paul Smith’s capstones are considered 
manuscripts--is the life of the author plus 70 years. 
 

___ I/we do not choose to retain literary property rights to the capstone, and I wish to assign them 
immediately to Paul Smith’s College. 
 

Selecting this option will assign copyright to the College.  This in no way precludes a student author from 
later publishing his/her work; the student would, however, need to contact the Archives for a permission 
form.  The Archives would be free in this case to also grant permission to another researcher to publish 
small sections from the capstone.  Rarely would there be any reason for the Archives to grant permission to 
another party to publish the capstone in its entirely. 

 

II. ACCESS 
Paul Smith’s College is investigating the posting of capstones online, as well as their retention in hardcopy.   
 

___ Paul Smith’s College is granted permission to maintain and provide access to my capstone in 
hardcopy and via the Web, both on and off campus. 
 

Selecting this option allows researchers around the world to access a digital version of your work. 
 

III. COPYING AND DISSEMINATION 
If/when a hardcopy capstone is duplicated for a researcher; a copy of the release form always accompanies the copy.  
Any digital version of your capstone will include the release form. 
 

___ Copies of the capstone may be provided to any researcher. 
 

Selecting this option allows any researcher to request a copy from the Joan Weill Adirondack Library, or to 
make one from an electronic version. 

 
Student author name(s) (please print):    Student author signature(s): 
 
______________________________   ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________   ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________   ____________________________________ 

 
Capstone title: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  ___________________________________ 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Accepted for the Library by:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _____________________________ 


