Constitution for Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) Chapter at Paul Smith’s College

          Adopted____9/7/16_____________

Article 1- Name

The official name of the organization is Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) Chapter at Paul Smith’s College
Article 2 – Purpose

The purpose of DECA is to provide students exposure to all aspects of the business world and provide professional development and networking opportunities.

Article 3 – Membership

A. Any student enrolled at Paul Smith’s College is qualified for membership.

B. In order to be recognized as a full member, students must attend meetings 

and participate in Chapter  activities.  Members have the right to attend any club functions.
Article 4 – Meeting

A. Meetings of the DECA Chapter will be held on a regular basis during the academic year on a day and date determined by the President.  All regular 

or special meetings will be called by the President.

Article 5 – Executive Board

     Club officers and duties are as follows:


President: Calls meetings and set agendas, coordinates work of other officers 



      and committees

          Vice-President: Assists the President 

           Secretary: Records minutes of meetings, sends out meeting notices

           Treasurer: Liaison with Student Government Association in all matters 

                           regarding budget. Responsible for depositing all fundraising 

                           monies and submitting bills for payment by SGA.

      If a vacancy is created on the Executive Board nominations will be accepted

            from the membership and an election will be held.

Article 6: Elections

A. All members of the Executive Board will be elected by the membership
for a term of one academic year.  An officer may serve a maximum of 
two years in one position.  

B. Nominations for the following year will be solicited from the membership in April each year.
C. Nominees will present their qualifications via e-mail to the membership and elections will be held in May before graduation.  In the event that a runoff is necessary a second round of balloting will take place.

Article 7: Funds

Chapter  Funds (revenues and expenses) will be allocated by vote of the Executive Board in consultation with the Club Advisor.
Article 8 – Committees/Divisions
A Special Events Committee chair will be appointed by vote of the Executive Board.  Other committees may be formed on an ad hoc basis for fundraising events, Hospitality Symposium or other special needs.  The chairs of these committees will be appointed by vote of the Executive Board.

Article 9 – Affiliations

The DECA Chapter is affiliated with Distributive Education Clubs of America, an international organization of and is governed by the DECA Student Chapter Handbook.   Chapter  members may take an
optional membership in DECA by paying the student membership fee.  This fee is not required to participate in the DECA Chapter at Paul Smith’s College.  
Article 10 – Advisor

The DECA Chapter advisor shall be a Paul Smith's College faculty or staff member and will be chosen by the Executive Board.  Duties of the advisor are to assist the officers in scheduling and conducting meetings, developing fundraising events, and providing programming that will further the Club’s goal of providing professional development and networking opportunities for Paul Smith's College students.  
I.    Hazing

No club or organization shall engage in hazing or hazing-type behavior, whether required as a condition for membership, expected as part of a group tradition, or carried out as a spontaneous action. Hazing is defined as: any activity or situation that recklessly or intentionally endangers the physical or mental health of anyone, this involves, but is not limited to the forced or coerced ingestion of alcohol or any other substance or drug, or that interferes with anyone’s academic obligations. New York State law prohibits hazing. Any student who feels he or she has been subjected to hazing is encouraged to bring the matter to the attention of a member of the Campus Safety and/or Campus Life Staff.

College sponsored clubs, and/or organizations, found “Responsible” – via the college’s internal judicial process - for hazing and/or hazing-type behavior (as defined below) may be placed within a period of “Probation”, “Suspension”, or permanently “Dissolved” as a college club and/or organization. 

Definition of Hazing:  The College defines hazing as any action taken or situation created, whether on or off College premises, to produce mental or physical discomfort, embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule for the purposes of initiation into, affiliation with, admission to, or as a condition for continued membership in, a group, team, club, or other organization.
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