Constitution for PSC Veterans Club

Adopted February, 2012
ARTICLE 1 – NAME

The official name for the club is PSC Veterans Club

ARTICLE 2 – PURPOSE 

The PSC Veterans Club is a club designed to assist the veteran into transitioning from military service to student life.  While this can be very challenging, we are here to offer support and resources so that they are successful in completing their college goals.  The club members are diverse and come from every branch of the military.  We share the same common bonds and can assist in providing a support group for our brothers and sisters of the armed forces.  We are here to provide assistance with Military Benefits (education, health, disability, scholarship/financial, etc), academics, social activities, open houses, community service, and improving communications and relations with veterans and others.  We also network with other Veteran Groups to build a strong alliance for the recruitment of other veterans to attend Paul Smith’s College.   
ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP 

All military members are welcome whether you served on active duty or are currently assigned to a Guard or Reserve unit.  We also encourage family members of those serving.  Membership is not limited to veterans.  All interested students are invited to join and participate.  The club asks that members attend meetings and participate in activities that are sponsored by the club.  
ARTICLE 4 – MEETING

The President or Vice President calls the meeting for the Veterans Club.  Meetings are held twice a month.  Special meetings will be called by the President, Vice President, or Advisor.  This can be due to a crisis, or other state of emergency.
ARTICLE 5 – EXECUTIVE BOARD

President – Call club meetings, organize functions, attend SGA meetings, meet with Vice-President and Secretary/Treasurer to discuss club funds and minutes;  attend all other meetings/activities for Paul Smith’s College that require a club member to be present.

Vice President - Call club meetings, organize functions, attend SGA meetings, meet with President and Secretary/Treasurer to discuss club funds and minutes;  attend all other meetings/activities for Paul Smith’s College that require a club member to be present.

Secretary/Treasurer – Meet with President and Vice-President to discuss club funds and minutes; keep accountability of all transactions (i.e. receipts, fund raising, etc.)

If a position is vacant, prior to the end of the spring semester, the President and/or Vice President will hold a special meeting and have a vote.
ARTICLE 6 – ELECTIONS

All officers are elected by the members of the club.  The term of office is a full academic year (fall and spring term).  In case of a tie, the Academic Advisor will have the deciding vote.  A person may run for any office they wish.  A person may hold the same office for no more than two (2) academic years.  During the last meeting of the spring semester (before summer break), the new officers will be voted in for the upcoming fall term.  
ARTICLE 7 – FUNDS

The treasurer will record all money transactions.  Records will be kept with the treasurer.   The club will go through the appropriate channels in the SGA for expenses.

ARTICLE 8 – HAZING
No club or organization shall engage in hazing or hazing-type behavior, whether required as a condition for membership, expected as part of a group tradition, or carried out as a spontaneous action.  Hazing is defined as: any activity or situation that recklessly or intentionally endangers the physical or mental health of anyone, this involves, but is not limited to the forced or coerced ingestion of alcohol or any other substance or drug, or that interferes with anyone’s academic obligations.  New York state law prohibits hazing.  Any student who feels he or she been subjected to hazing is encouraged to bring the matter to the attention of a member of the Campus Safety and/or Campus Life Staff.
College sponsored clubs, and/or organizations, found “Responsible”- via the college’s internal judicial process – for hazing/ or hazing-type behavior (as defined below) may be placed within a period of “Probation”, “Suspension”, or permanently “Dissolved” as a college club and/or organization.

Definition of Hazing: The College defines hazing as any action taken or situation created, whether on or off College premises, to produce mental or physical discomfort, embarrassment, or ridicule for the purposes of initiation into, affiliation with, admission to, or as condition for continued membership in, a group, team, club, or other organization.

ARTICLE 9 – AFFLILATIONS
The club will not be affiliated but will work with local American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars to promote military holidays and activities in the local area.

ARTICLE 10 –ADVISOR

The advisor for the PSC Veterans Club can be any staff or faculty member.  Their purpose is to advise the club on academics, club activities, and overall operations of the club.
