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Cover Photo: Beef cattle in an apple silvopasture on North Branch Farm in New York.  
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Introduction  

 

The practice of silvopasture is relatively unknown in the Northeastern 

United States. Pasturing livestock in woodlands is common in the 

region, but the practice typically lacks appropriate management and 

results in soil degradation and tree mortality.  Silvopasture, the 

sustainable production of livestock, trees, and forage on the same 

unit of land, provides an alternative to poorly managed woodland 

livestock paddocks.   

 

This guide was developed as a photographic resource for farmers, 

foresters, and extension professionals to utilize when considering 

silvopasture practices in the region. Photos in this document are the 

result of research by the authors into silvopastures on farms in New 

York and New England. Fifteen farms, self-identifying as practicing 

silvopasture, were included in this research. A total of 23 unique 

silvopastures were inventoried and categorized by tree type and spacing.  

Areas not intentionally producing one of the three silvopasture 

components (trees, livestock, or forage) were not classified as 

silvopasture.  The only exception to this were outdoor living barns, 

which serve as a unique form of silvopasture and hold their own section 

of this guide.  

 

This guide has been prepared for a general audience, and it is not 

intended to be a comprehensive guide to all aspects of managing a 

silvopasture. All photos were taken on farms in New York and New 

England. A complete, and scientific documentation of the research 

behind this guide is available online: 
Orefice J, Carroll J, Conroy D, and Ketner L (2016) Silvopasture practices 

and perspectives in the Northeastern United States. Agroforestry Systems () 

1-12. DOI 10.1007/s10457-016-9916-0  

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10457-016-9916-0  

 

http://www.springer.com/-/3/AVMvoKvA2brxj7RSvaIs
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Forest conversion to silvopasture, residual tree spacing 

 Uniform tree spacing 

 

 

Uniformly spaced oak and maple silvopasture on a Northeastern United States 

farm. This silvopasture was converted from a closed canopy northern hardwood 

forest approximately 20 years prior to when this photo was taken. Note the 

consistent forage layer and the persistence of hay-scented fern in the foreground of 

this image.  Beef cattle were rotationally grazed on approximately one week 

rotations with longer recovery periods in this system.  
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Forest conversion to silvopasture, residual tree spacing 

 Uniform tree spacing 

 

 
This silvopasture was created from a mature stand of northern red oak 

two years prior to when this photo was taken.  Residual trees were left 

based on crown and stem quality.  The area was stumped and pigs were 

rotationally grazed through the area during the establishment year. The 

area was then seeded to cool season grasses and legumes. In the 2nd year 

this silvopasture was rotationally grazed with dairy and beef cattle. Note 

the epicormic branches on many of the residual treesô stems. These are 

likely due to stress resulting from a combination of stem exposure to 

light and root damage during the stumping and pig grazing process.  

 

 


