
• Bring a supply of masks or other suitable face coverings. 
• Monitor my physical health to avoid carelessly spreading infection.  

If I am sick, I will stay home.
• Pay attention to college communications so that I know what to expect.
• Contact PSC in advance if I need to arrange special housing, dining,  

or learning accommodations.

The 2020/2021 academic year is destined to be a time like no other. Our Smitty students, faculty, 
and staff — whether they are new to campus or returning — will share an experience marked by changed 
environments, unfamiliar practices, and new social norms. The COVID-19 global pandemic requires 
each of us to observe heightened health and safety precautions in the coming academic year.

Individually we are many different things — explorers, creatives, thinkers, doers, achievers, collaborators, 
and more. Together we are one community. And just like the ecosystems that surround our campus 
and often occupy our thoughts, the PSC community is a web of interdependence on the choices that 
each of us makes. Most of us are not medical professionals, but we all have a role to play in protecting 
the health and safety of our community. It is up to each of us to conscientiously do our part.
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BY JOINING THIS COMMUNITY, I PLEDGE TO ARRIVE ON CAMPUS PREPARED, 
 TAKE HEALTHY ACTIONS TO PROTECT MYSELF AND OTHERS, AND BRING JOY  

TO PSC BY SHARING POSITIVE ENERGY AND A WELCOMING VIBE. I WILL:



• Monitor myself for COVID-19 symptoms and report concerns to the Health 
Services office.

• Wash my hands often with soap and water or use hand sanitizer.
• Cough into my elbow or cover my cough.
• Wear an appropriate face mask when I’m outside my residence room.
• Practice good personal hygiene and keep my room/personal belongings clean.
• Adhere to social distancing requirements as defined by PSC.
• Follow the safety guidance and directions on signage posted across campus.
• Participate in a quick, online daily health survey to keep our Health

Services professionals informed.
• Improve sanitation by wiping down surfaces after I have used shared spaces, 

tools, or equipment.
• Stay home if I am ill or have been exposed to someone who is ill or

has tested positive for COVID-19.
• Treat all members of our community with dignity and respect.
• Extend a welcoming hand to individuals who appear to be feeling lost or out of 

place.
• Participate in efforts to advance social justice, diversity, and inclusion.
• Refrain from participating in exclusionary activities.
• Bring positive energy, enthusiasm, and fun to my interactions.
• Treat our campus as an aggression-free zone, and expect everyone to do the same.
• Recognize that many people are coping with anxiety or stress, and avoid 

increasing their burden.
• Offer support when I think I can help.

AFFIRMATION
To align the College’s health and safety expectations with the well-being of each member 
of our community, and to assure all Smitties of our mutual commitment to uphold these 
standards, all Paul Smith’s College students, faculty, and staff are required to sign this 
pledge as a condition for their return to campus for the 2020/2021 academic year.

Detailed health and safety protocols, including requirements for social distancing, facial 
coverings, and self-care, are detailed on the college website at paulsmiths.edu/covid-19. 
This guidance will be updated as best practices change and new information is discovered. 
Updates will be announced to the community, and each community member is expected  
to remain apprised of these changes as they occur. 

All students, faculty, and staff are required to uphold this pledge.

Please visit paulsmiths.edu/pledge to submit your pledge.

https://www.paulsmiths.edu/covid-19/safety-civility-pledge/

