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Summary 
A primary component of Paul Smith’s College’s (PSC) mission is to promote environmental 
sustainability as part of our vision to become globally recognized for our environmentally active 
citizenship.  The harmful environmental and health effects of lead ammunition have been a widely-
recognized issue for a long time that is well supported by scientific research.  Despite the existence 
of a relatively easy solution (non-lead ammunition), there have been multiple facets that have caused 
this solution to be largely applied by conscientious individuals and not by organizations in the US.  
Additionally, this issue has recently received increased media attention, as the first official act of the 
Trump Administration was to reverse the phase out of lead ammunition on US National Wildlife 
Refuges.  This proposal highlights how the removal of lead-based ammunition on PSC’s hunting lands 
would benefit the college by improving the health of our human and wildlife communities, increasing 
positive recognition for being a leader in environmental sustainability, and support our mission by 
applying a science-based decision making process that enhances community education and land 
management.   
 
 

Policy 
This policy prohibits the use of lead ammunition for hunting on Paul Smith’s College lands. This 
prohibition applies to all PSC Fee-Simple (FS) hunting lands. On lands under NYS Conservation 
Easement (CE), adherence to this policy is voluntary, but encouraged. Should NYS CE lands be 
subject to a statute-based lead ban in the future, this policy would apply uniformly across both FS 
and CE lands owned by Paul Smith’s College. 
 

Definitions: 
Fee-Simple: Land owned a permanent and absolute tenure of an estate in land with freedom to 
dispose of it at will. In the case of PSC, these would be lands where lead could be banned. Total 
acreage (~600 acres). 



 
 

Conservation Easement: A governmental (New York State) constraint, as to a specified land area, the 
exercise of rights otherwise held by a landowner so as to achieve certain conservation purposes. The 
CE on PSC lands includes full recreational rights (which includes hunting). Total acreage (~7,500 
acres). 
Lead-Free Ammunition: Non-lead ammunition consists of solid copper or copper alloys (90-95% 
copper and 5-10% zinc) and is available in a large variety of calibers and bullet weights. 
 

Other Related Information: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/48420.html 
http://www.leadfreehunting.com/conservation 
 

Procedures: The Natural Science and Forestry Departments have agreed to take the lead in campus 
and public education. A series of lectures/information sessions will be launched in Fall 2019. The 
campus hunting map will also be updated in Summer 2019 to include the Lead-Free Campus Lands 
Policy, as well as information on the benefits of lead-free ammunition. The hunting map/policy will be 
available at the Campus Safety office.  
 

Forms (ATTACH HUNTING MAP WITH NON-LEAD INFO) 
 

Authority: This is a voluntary practice and will not be subject to active enforcement. Instead, group 
normative pressure will be created by working with student organizations such the PSC Fish & Game 
Club, Forestry Club, and Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society. In the event that a ban is approved 
on State and CE lands, NYS Forest Rangers & ECO’s would be the enforcing officers.  
 

History: Since 1990, over 6,000 studies have confirmed the dangerous effects of lead on neurological 
function in humans, particularly children.  When lead ammunition is fired, individuals are first 
exposed by the airborne lead based on their proximity to the firearm and second, they are exposed if 
consuming the lead from the meat of the killed animal.  Often, hunters will also save gut piles as 
fertilizer in their gardens, at which they will likely consume the lead that was absorbed into the plant 
tissue of the vegetables they are growing.  Studies have shown that consuming a portion of one deer 
shot by lead would involve ingesting a much higher amount of lead than considered safe to human 
health, though health effects vary, primarily based on sex and age of humans.  Lead is primarily 
absorbed into the human body upon exposure to acids in the stomach.  The American Council on 
Science and Health concluded in 1997 that lead causes severe and chronic health effects in humans.  
The World Health Organization concluded that there is no known level of lead exposure that is 
considered safe for humans and that lead is a cumulative toxicant that is particularly harmful to 
young children.  Upon exposure it has been shown that led is stored in bones and that a woman who 
has been exposed to lead can have complications in a developing fetus caused by the stored lead 
being released into the blood, which has been associated with miscarriage, stillbirth, premature birth 
and low birth weight.  Primary general health concerns include profound and permanent effects to 
the brain and nervous systems, increased risk of high blood pressure and kidney damage. 
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