
Quarterly Report: all periods through 9/30/2020 
Date of Report: 10/5/2020 (amended on 2/23/2022 to include quarterly amounts instead of 
cumulative amounts) 
 
Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund – Student Aid 
Under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, Paul Smith’s College has 
received funds to provide emergency grants to students with unforeseen emergency expenses 
caused by the disruption due to COVID-19. Eligible expenses include food, housing, course 
materials, technology, health care and childcare. 
 
Paul Smith’s College has signed and returned to the Department of Education the Certification 
and Agreement and intends to use no less than 50 percent of the funds received under Section 
18004(a)(1) of the Act to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students. 
 
The federal emergency grants will be distributed through a series of payment initiatives as 
outlined below 
 
Cumulative Funds Received as of 9/31/2020: $461,129 
 
The total amount of HEERF grants distributed to students during current quarter: $191,865 

The estimated total number of PSC students eligible to receive HEERF grants during current 
quarter: 628 

The total number of students who received an HEERF grant during current quarter: 236 

The method(s) used by PSC to determine which students receive HEERF grants and how much 
they would receive:  

1. Students enrolled in the spring 2020 and applied for CARES funding through an 
institutional, online application to assist PSC students with emergency needs resulting from 
disruption of campus operations due to COVID 19 in accordance with federal guidelines. 
Upon request, funds were sent directly to students and were not reflected on financial aid 
award offers. All requests from students included a certification that need is for expenses 
related to the disruption of campus operations due to coronavirus (including eligible 
expenses under a student’s cost of attendance such as food, housing, course materials, 
technology, health care, and child care). 

• Student Eligibility: Enrolled in Spring 2020 with a valid FAFSA on file 

• Timeline: Requests may be made beginning immediately on an ongoing basis 

through April 25, 2021 or until funds are exhausted. 

• Methodology calculation: 

• Funds will be distributed to any enrolled student whose individual and/or 

financial circumstances due to COVID-19 negatively and materially impact 



their ability to pay expenses resulting from the disruption of campus 

operations. 

• Grant award is based on EFC; and weighted with highest need category. 

• EFC<$5,576 (Pell Eligible) $ 1000 

• EFC $5,577- $19,999 $ 600 

• EFC >$20,000 $ 250 

• The grant award may be pro-rated for less than full time status. 
2. Students experiencing financial hardship could appeal to the Financial Aid Office for 

additional funds. The amount of the awards were based on the student’s individual 
needs and documentation provided. Many awards were provided to students that 
needed technology, like laptops or hotspots to continue their classes online during the 
spring 2020 semester. 

 

Any instructions, directions, or guidance provided by the institution to students concerning the 
HEERF grants:  

 
Students were directed to the PSC CARES website for instructions on how to apply for 

CARES funding. The application as also available on this website: 
https://www.paulsmiths.edu/covid-19/cares/. 

 
The following email was sent to all spring 2020 students:  

Hello «First_Name», 

After completing such a disruptive and challenging semester, we hope you are enjoying a much-needed break from your 
studies. If you are facing financial hardship as a result of the disruption of campus operations due to COVID-19, please visit 
https://www.paulsmiths.edu/covid-19/cares/ to apply for federal assistance through the Higher Education Emergency 
Relief Fund. Awards in the amount of $250 - $1000 will be made to students with eligible expenses and will continue until 
the fund has been depleted. Your award will be based on your spring 20 financial aid data (Estimated Family Contribution 
from the FAFSA) and a consideration of extenuating circumstances. 

This fund is available to all students enrolled in the Spring 2020 semester with a FAFSA on file. Requests are being 
accepted now through April 25, 2021 or until all available funding is awarded.  

It’s our hope that this will ease some of your financial burden. Please don’t hesitate to contact 
financialaid@paulsmiths.edu if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

 

Sonya Stein 

Director of Financial Aid 

 
 
The following was printed and mailed along with checks:  

https://www.paulsmiths.edu/covid-19/cares/
https://www.paulsmiths.edu/covid-19/cares/
mailto:financialaid@paulsmiths.edu


 
The enclosed check is from the federal Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (CARES Act) and is to help 
cover expenses you have incurred or will incur related to the disruption of campus operations due to 
coronavirus (including expenses such as food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and 
child care). Your acceptance of the grant constitutes your representation and agreement that you will use 
the funds for these purposes. If you will not be able to use the funds for these purposes, you should not 
cash the grant funding check, or should make arrangements to return the funds to the College if the check 
has already been cashed. 

  
Our hope is that these funds will help support your continued success at Paul Smith’s College. Please 

reach out to the college’s Financial Aid Department if you have any questions. 
 

 


